
to the lack of speedy trans-
portation systems in Ameri-
ca at the time. As transpor-
tation became quicker and 
more     reliable, many ad-
vocated for shortening the 
period significantly. Since 
elections had occurred, the 
former President was no 
longer capable of effective-
ly representing the Ameri-
can people. The 20th 
amendment was ratified on 
January 23rd, 1933 and 
shortened the period to 
what it is today. The UK, 

Canada and Australia are 
all countries without a 
“lame-duck” period. Elect-
ed officials in these coun-
tries are expected to take 
office several weeks or 
even days after the general 
election. Considering the 
recent events is it once 
again time for our country 
to consider a change to our 
election processes?   

 

On January 6th, 2021, 

America     witnessed a 

violent attack on the Capi-

tol building.  Rioters 

demonstrated against the 

certification of Joe Biden 

as the next President of the 

United States. While Con-

gress was voting to certify 

the electoral votes, the 

crowd stormed through 

windows and barricades; 

and ran wild throughout the 

Capital building. This dev-

astating event brought up 

many conversations na-

tionwide about peaceful 

transitions of power and 

the time gap between elec-

tions and inauguration.  

One aspect unique to elec-

tions in America is the 

“lame-duck” period. This 

refers to the period be-

tween a President being 

elected and the day they 

are inaugurated. This gap is 

about two months long; 

spanning from the first 

Tuesday in November 

(Election day) to January 

20th (Inauguration day). 

The term “lame duck” refers 

to the fact that the out-going 

administration, no longer 

possesses the political clout 

to propose new legisla-

tion.   Traditionally, this pe-

riod has focused on the 

smooth transition of power 

between the outgoing and 

incoming administrations.  

So how did this lame duck 

period come to be?  Prior to 
1933 the “lame-duck” peri-
od was substantially longer, 
and the new President was 
not inaugurated until March 
4th. This was primarily due 

Should we Kill the “Lame Duck?” by Alex Marek  
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IB Teacher of the Month: Ms. Edit Dibra by Carlena Hall 

Ms. Dibra is our IB French teacher at Annapolis High school. This is her first year teaching IB, but even in such 

a short period of time she has grown to love it. She says she is proud to be a contributor to such a rigorous 

program that strives to provide a relevant and globally well-rounded education. 

 

Ms. Dibra has certainly lived through the global citizen mindset that the IB program teaches. Growing up in 

Albania, Ms. Dibra lived with her Francophile family. She recounts sentimentally, memories of her father sing-

ing the songs in French.  She studied French Language Literature in Tunisia and received her master’s degree 

in French Literature in Albania. For many years Ms. Dibra worked as a civil servant in the Albanian Depart-

ment of Education and later as the National Coordinator of Albania for the Erasmus program, the most prestig-

ious European Union Program for International Education. Eventually Ms. Dibra ended up in the French Embassy in the United 

States where she worked as a K-12 Education Advisor for New England in Boston. Ms. Dibra rekindled her passion for teaching 

when she taught French at Rollins College in Florida. Now a teacher at Annapolis, she says her “favorite part of teaching is 

inspiring students and making them feel happy and fulfilled.”  

 

In her free time, Ms. Dibra loves to travel. So far, she has traveled to more than 30 countries all over the world. She also has a 

passion for French literature and literary translation. She has translated from French, Italian, English more than 27 novels of 

famous writers such as Marcel Proust. This hard work has paid off and Ms. Dibra has been the winner of different national priz-

es for literary translation in Albania including the Albanian Department of Culture’s prize as the best translator in 2016. When 

not at work, Ms. Dibra enjoys spending time with her family and her three children who inspire her with their innocent uncondi-

tional happiness. She loves to dance, specifically salsa, and in her down time, she enjoys reading from her favorite authors 

such as Albert Camus, Milan Kundera, and George Orwell. Ms. Dibra has led and continues to lead an incredibly vibrant and 

interesting life. We are so happy that she chose to teach at Annapolis High School and share with us all her wonders of the 

world.  

Student Spotlight: Jalen Lamkin by Mario Buchkov  

Jalen Lamkin is an IB senior, musician and student athlete at Annapolis High. He participates in football, 

wrestling, and rugby.  Additionally, he incorporates his natural creativity in various school activities, in-

cluding the videos that are presented in the Community Wellness sessions. Outside of school, Jalen 

produces music from the comfort of his bedroom, which also serves as his home studio since the COVID

-19 pandemic.   

Jalen is also a member of the Wellness Club and Black History Club.  He es-

pecially enjoys his IB Theatre class. Currently, the class is involved in a pro-

ject on Children of a Lesser God in the form of director’s concept - taking the 

script or plot of a play and putting it into a different setting. 

During his free time, Jalen enjoys performing his music in Downtown Annapo-

lis, writing and composing music, and directing many funny videos.  

After high school, Jalen wants to attend either the University of Miami, the University of Loyola at New 

Orleans, or the University of Southern California.  Regardless of which college he attends, he plans to 

pursue a major that will prepare him for a career in the music business. Jalen’s goal is to be a music art-

ist, who owns his own record label.   

For people who want to become music artists, Jalen advices, “your first projects will always be your 

worsts and will improve over time. Find someone close to you who will support you and give you feed-

back to help you. Be persistent in your musical work, so it can be something that will be useful to you 

later in life - that you can have success from.” 

Jalen feels that the IB program has significantly helped him by allowing him the opportunity to gain extensive writing experience, 
thereby strengthening his grammar, vocabulary and essay skills. 
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 Navigating the IB: IB  History
Hayden Bandes & Mete Gorgulu

IB History 

IB History is thought to be one of the more challenging, as well as insightful courses, the IB program offers. 

In this two year class, students will explore time periods that span the beginning of the Ottoman Empire in 

1299, to the rise of fascism in the Second World War.  However, this class not only exposes its students to 

prescribed history topics, but also allows them to explore new areas of the past through the Historical In-

vestigation. During this assignment, students can choose a historical topic of their choice, devise their own 

thesis and explore historical perspectives. Along with studying the mistakes, successes and decisions of 

the past, students are also taught how to examine historical perspectives through multiple mediums includ-

ing writing, primary document analysis, and debate. For instance, when learning about the Treaty of Ver-

sailles, students will discuss whether limiting the financial independence of Germany harmed the economy 

of Europe and led to a second world war. To get an in-depth understanding of the class, a representative 

from the IB Newspaper interviewed the teacher of the 12
th
 grade class, Ms. Ramey.   

Q1: How is IB history different from the other IB classes when it comes to curriculum? 

IB History differs from the curriculum offered in many other IB courses in that a wide selection of topics are 

offered and schools choose which ones they will cover.  Unlike an AP history course which covers curricu-

lum chronologically, IB focuses on select topics and covers them in much greater depth.   

Q2: How does IB history connect to the IB Learner Profiles? 

The IB Learner Profile qualities especially relevant to INBN History are Inquiring, Balanced, Knowledgea-

ble, Open-Minded, Reflective, and Principled. IB students are constantly broadening their perspectives by 

learning from the past. The IA gives the students an opportunity to reflect on their own interest and pursue 

them in their essay.  

Q3: What real life skills do your students learn when taking your course? 

Students learn how to relate past events in history to current situations so that connections can be made 

and hopefully the mistakes of the past will not be repeated in the future.  A good working knowledge of his-

tory is crucial for any student interested in a career in government, law, or education. 

Q4: What are some topics you particularly enjoy teaching? 

I particularly enjoy teaching the wars, especially WWII and Vietnam.  The Move to Global War Prescribed 
Subject is also an area I enjoy teaching as we find nations willing to resort to war again while the carnage 
of WWI is still fresh in everyone's mind.  There is much to be learned by the unfortunate set of circum-
stances that allowed fascism to take hold, alliances to shift, and advances in technology which enabled 
WWII to be the deadliest war in history. 
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 Get Involved: One Love Catalina Gibney 
 

This month’s Annapolis High (A-High) club highlight is on the One Love club. One 

Love focuses on educating peers on signs of unhealthy relationships so that one 

may be aware of these red flags and learn how to respond and protect themselves 

and each other. This year, members have been meeting virtually with Arundel 

High’s One Love club members to create google slide presentations on healthy and 

unhealthy relationships. These are shared in the biweekly community wellness 

meetings to educate students on healthy relationships who may not be in the club. 

These lessons enrich our community by creating a network of support for all of Annapolis and Arundel 

high school students.  

One Love has been successful in its mission through earning 

the One Love Champion School certification for A-High, reach-

ing out to high and middle school students, and raising over 

$5,000 for the YWCA of Annapolis and Anne Arundel County. 

The One Love Champion School certification can only be 

awarded to schools who have an outstanding commitment 

to healthy relationship education through a combination of ed-

ucation training, student leadership, and ongoing awareness-

building activities. The YWCA is an organization that focuses 

on eliminating racism in our community and empowering wom-

en. YWCA is known for their support to victims of domestic 

violence, which is in direct alignment with One Love club. An 

exciting event that One Love is currently planning for and an-

ticipating is the Annapolis Runs for Love 5k, which will take 

place virtually in April 2021. 

Some opportunities for students in One Love include stepping 

into various officer leadership roles, or simply becoming a 

member of the club to coordinate with the One Love volunteer network. A volunteer will learn life skills 

such as problem solving, critical thinking, net-

working, event organization, collaboration, fund-

raising, and public speaking. One Love works 

hard to ensure that all members have an equal 

opportunity to obtain a leadership role and learn/

participate in as many of these skills and activi-

ties as they wish. Additionally, for IB students, 

they may use their volunteer work in One Love 

towards achieving their CAS hours requirement. 

If you are interested in One Love to help in creat-
ing a safe and fun environment in our communi-

ty, you can join using the google classroom 
code: 3pgzqcw 

The Annapolis Runs for Love 5k  

Acceptance of the One Love Champion School certificate 



T H E  S C R I B E  

COVID 19 Vaccine by Angeles Juarez 

 

One year ago, an unknown virus, COVID 19, locked down millions of people worldwide, and deci-

mated world economies. 2,800 scientists from 130 countries furiously worked to produce a vaccine 

to combat this unprecedented pandemic.   Last month, the medical community announced the suc-

cessful production of two vaccines that are 95% effective. 

The next step is how to disperse these highly effective vaccines. Here in the United States, most 

state and local governments will release the vaccine to essential workers such as those in the pub-

lic health industry, and individuals who are categorized as high risk- underlying medical issues or 

over the age of 65.  

The World Health Organization (WHO) has played a pivotal role in developing and assisting with 

the distribution of the vaccine, and in keeping the public informed. The agency launched a 

“Solidarity Trial”, an international clinical trial, involving 90 countries, to help find effective treat-

ment. The WHO also provided and continues to provide accurate information about the virus. Of-

tentimes combatting misleading information published on the internet. As the global world moves 

towards the reality of a vaccine, the WHO will provide technical training courses in 13 languages 

and will assist with the shipment of critical supplies worldwide.  

The WHO website announced approximately 30 million doses of the vaccine have been adminis-

tered in MEDCs (More Economically Developed Country), while this is excellent news, there is con-

cern regarding the possibility of inequity in the distribution of the vaccine. Many regions lack the 

financial resources to purchase the vaccine, and there is growing concern it will not be readily avail-

able to many impover-

ished populations.  

At home, we have 
witnessed the vaccine 
being administered to 
our frontline 
healthcare workers 
and are becoming 
increasingly optimistic 
that this pandemic 
may finally be over.  
However, the epidem-
ic will not be truly over 
until everyone has 
been protected. 

                       Health worker receiving first dose of COVID vaccine. 
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The Freshman Perspective: by Mia Rinehart 

The Class of 2024’s Student Government President, Akil Leggett, has 

shown great motivation and perseverance throughout his time cam-

paigning and holding office.  Running for freshman class president 

can be challenging at the best of times, but this year the difficulty was 

compounded by virtual learning. When asked about his experience 

campaigning online, Akil thinks back to the beginning of the school 

year. “Campaigning while being virtual was definitely a struggle,” he 

stated. “Reaching out to my peers and listening to their concerns was 

tedious, but I found a way to use social media to my advantage.” Akil 

smartly crafted Instagram accounts, flyers, and even took a photoshop 

class to gain the skills he needed to build an effective set of videos 

and ads. “Those skills I learned from that class will stay with me forev-

er,” he comments. 

 

After winning the presidency, Akil found himself in a position where he 

was ready to make an impact on his school and community. “As class 

president, I represent the class of 2024 on a school-wide level,” he be-

gan, “But the written duties of a class president have been marginalized 

by COVID-19, and my duties as president aren’t as broad as they would 

have been if we were in person.” Another difficulty our student government is facing is connecting 

with other students, and Akil mentions this in his interview. “Since most cameras haven’t been on 

during virtual learning, I still don’t know most of my peers,” Akil states. “Communication between the 

class officers and the class has been tedious, but we are trying to operate in the best interests of the 

class.” Even through all the challenges this school year, Akil and the other members of our student 

government have found ways to thrive. “Virtual presidency helps you learn how to persevere and 

achieve your goals. All the skills I have obtained throughout this year will stick with me forever!” Akil 

exclaims. 

 

My final question for Akil revolved around his goal as president, and whether he planned to run again 
in the coming years. “My goal as class president this year is to establish a great sense of community 
within the Class of 2024,” Akil comments. He has plans to fundraise, and even open a class apparel 
shop! “I definitely plan to run for class president again next year, with new ideas for 
a strong Class of 2024 community!”  

Student Government 

President, Akil Leggett,  
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The University of Melbourne by Hannah Kelley 

University of Melbourne, founded in 1853, is located north of Melbourne's central business district 

in Australia. Melbourne is the capital of the Australian state Victoria on the South Eastern coast 

known for its street art, surfing, restaurants, and cultural diversity. Melbourne is the second most 

populated city in Australia and known as the coffee capital of the world. University of Melbourne’s 

main campus, Parkville features many museums, gyms, cafes, libraries and a seasonal farmers 

market. There are other campuses located throughout Victoria.  The University of Melbourne is a 

public university ranked #1 in Australia and 31st globally in 2021 by Times Higher Education. The 

unique curriculum has seven core undergraduate degrees: Fine Arts, Arts, Biomedicine, Science, 

Design, Music and Commerce and over a 100 majors to choose from.  University of Melbourne 

allows students to personalize their degrees to their own passions to fuel their life ambitions and 

career aspirations. 

There are over 200 

clubs and socie-

ties to join with 

25,000 students 

involved, which 

range from politi-

cal, spiritual, to 

community focus-

es. Students leave 

Melbourne with 

one of the finest 

educations there 

is. The student 

body is over 

52,000 students 

out of which 13,000 are international students from more than 130 countries. The acceptance rate 

is 70-80% for Australian students and 42% for international students. The average GPA is 3.3-3.5. 

The average SAT score is a 1389 and the average ACT score is a 28. The acceptance at Universi-

ty of Melbourne varies by which course you’re applying to. The hardest course to get into is Bio-

medicine which requires a GPA of 3.6 and SAT 1400 / ACT 30 and a score of 3 on two AP exams. 

University of Melbourne does accept International Baccalaureate credits. An Australian student 

visa is required when applying here.  
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University of Colorado Boulder by Serena Claggett 

Are you looking for a university that offers merit-based scholarships and a wide variety of courses, hands-
on opportunities, and rigorous academics? Check out what University of Colorado Boulder has to offer. 
The university is credited for being one of thirty-six public research institutions in the Association of Ameri-
can Universities, offering dozens of intriguing programs in a collection of academic fields, and serving as 
one of the most innovative and dynamic hubs for research. UC Boulder was founded in 1876 in Boulder, 
Colorado, a compelling city nestled at the base of the Rocky Mountains and is home to 33,246 students. 
UC Boulder offers 85 majors at the bachelor’s level with 150 fields of study and 4,000 total courses of-
fered. The most popular majors at UC Boulder are Business, Management, Marketing, and Related Sup-
port Services, Biological and Biomedical Sciences, Engineering, Social Sciences, Communication, Jour-
nalism, and Related Programs.  
 
UC Boulder was ranked #1 place for entrepreneurs (Livability, 2016), and Top 25 colleges for students 
who want to change the world (Business Insider, 2016). Other than their superb academic programs, they 
also employ an array of social and extracurricular activities for students. They employ over 30 different 
sports teams, such as baseball, crew, cycling, dance, and field hockey, and recognize more than 550 stu-
dent organizations from environmental protection, artistic ventures, social justice, and or social groups like 
fraternities or sororities.  
 
UC Boulder was also ranked No. 1 college town in America (American Institute for Economic Research, 
2017), which is understandable, due to its breathtaking natural wonders like the Rocky Mountains, Boul-
der Creek Path, Chautauqua Park, and Pearl Street, the urban hub containing a range of shops, art galler-
ies, live music venues, and more than 250 restaurant locations. The acceptance rate for UC Boulder is 

81.5%, the aver-
age SAT score of 
applicants is 580-
670 for Reading 
and Writing and 
570-690 for Math, 
and the average 
ACT score is 25-
31. The required 
GPA for applicants 
is 3.5-4.0 on a 4.0 
scale.  
 
In general, credit 
is granted for ap-

proved International Baccalaureate (IB) examinations at the higher level with a score of 4 or better. Stu-
dents admitted to the University of Colorado Boulder who have graduated from high school with an Inter-
national Baccalaureate Diploma shall be granted 24 hours of college credit. More information about the IB 
policies can be found HERE 
 
In-state tuition for UC Boulder is 12,500 USD, while out of state tuition is 38,318 USD, however, they offer 
both merit-based and need-based scholarships. For example, incoming freshmen are eligible for the Uni-
versity of Colorado Boulder Impact Scholarship and the Arts and Humanities Merit Scholarship. The esti-
mated net price for an out of state student after scholarships and aid is 22,067 USD. If you are interested 
in what University of Colorado Boulder has to offer, visit their website to see if you would be a good fit for 
this top notch university.  

https://catalog.colorado.edu/undergraduate/admissions/credit-examination/#internationalbaccalaureateibcredittext
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The City University of New York by Hannah Kindness 

This edition of college corner will highlight the City University of New York. The City University of 

New York, or CUNY (pronounced “Q-nee”) for short., It is the largest urban system of universi-

ties in the US, including 25 campuses total all around the five boroughs of New York City. CUNY 

is known for its affordability, high-quality instruction, and several different education options., 

The system includes includ-

ing senior colleges, commu-

nity colleges, undergrad 

honors college, and post-

grad institutions.  

CUNY also recognizes the 

IB program and will accept 

credits. For diploma holders 

who have a score of 30 or 

more, they will award 30 

credits. However, be mindful 

that the specific guidelines 

may vary slightly depending 

on the college. There are 

still opportunities to make 

use of your credits for stu-

dents without a diploma, or with a score of 29 or lower. Any of these students who scored a 5 or 

higher on a higher-level IB exam will still receive credit for that course.  

One of the best things about the SUNY system is their more lenient deadline for applications. 
For any seniors interested in one of CUNY’s schools, they still have open application dates! The 
deadline for fall 2021 courses is February 1st, and September 15th for 2022 spring classes. If 
you’re interested, this is the link to take you through their application process. https://
www.cuny.edu/admissions/undergraduate/apply/credit/  

https://www.cuny.edu/admissions/undergraduate/apply/credit/
https://www.cuny.edu/admissions/undergraduate/apply/credit/

